
It was great to have a season that wasn’t impacted by Covid-19 and get the children out on the 

track for the 2022/23 season with most Saturday programmes going ahead, bar a couple. 

 

The Club long jump run-up was finally completed in April and is holding up well. Another 

successful Andrew Reece relay was run, thanks to all those involved. 

 

Congratulations to Jess Hendren who won the U18 High Jump title representing NZ at the 

Oceania Games recently held in Australia. Jess was also awarded the North Canterbury Junior 

Sportswoman of the Year Award, this was a tremendous achievement and a great result for 

athletics to be recognised. Jess was selected in the NZ Development Squad for High Jump as 

well and represented New Zealand Secondary Schools in the event throughout the season at 

various meets. 

 

Thanks once again to Torlesse Travel for their sponsorship, it is very much appreciated. Also 

thank you to North Canterbury Lions, whose donation went towards Colgate Games. 

 

The Canterbury Cross Country Championships produced some good results, special 

congratulations to Becky Blay for her 2nd place in the Under 20 Women’s Grade. Becky was also 

selected to attend an Emerging Athlete Training Camp held in Hanmer Springs. 

 

Haven Drinnan has been selected in the New Zealand Special Olympics Team. Haven will be 

competing in the swimming, congratulations Haven another great result. 

 

The children's athletics is in a strong position with 36 athletes registered at the start of the season, 

most stayed throughout the season, some left but we picked up others later in the season. Thanks 

to Nikora for all the hard work, extra time, and dedication he has put into organising both the 

Tuesday training session and the Saturday programme as well as the huge task of the Colgate 

Games, which went without a hitch. 

 

The Monday training's at Ashgrove Park went well, you can see the benefits of this on the track 

with the fitness levels of the athletes evident and results improving throughout the season. This 

is down to the hard work of Jo and the effort she puts into the athletes, the knowledge and skills 

she imparts are much appreciated by both athletes and parents. Thanks also to her trusty sidekick 

Chris who helps out both on Monday and Tuesday nights. 

 

A successful Colgate Games in Timaru was had with 24 Athletes registered attending. The 

athletes had a fantastic time and the club produced some great results. Lots of PB’s were 

registered, finals made and a few medals as well. But most importantly the children had a fantastic 

time bonding competing and making new friends. Thank you to Emma and Xanthe for helping the 

athletes warm up and for marshaling this helped take the pressure off Jo.  

 

Congratulations to Jess and Mya. Jess for winning the NZ Secondary Schools U18 High Jump 

and Mya for winning the NZ Secondary Schools U18 Javelin. 

 



Two relay teams performed well, the Grade12 Boys and the Grade 13 Girls who were invited to 

compete at the International Track Meet along with Elizabeth and Jackson who competed in the 

Shot Put which they thoroughly enjoyed. 

. 

There were some fantastic results and achievements at the Canterbury Championships. Sean 

competing in the Juniors won the 800m, he also achieved 3rd in the 1500m. Mya Philips, Under 

18 Javelin & Discus Champion, and 4th in the Shot Put. Lily Morrison 1st in the Under 16 100m 

and 4th in the Under 18 100m.  Congratulations to children’s coach Jo Van Rensberg who is now 

a South Island Champion and new record holder in the 800m as well as Canterbury Champion in 

the 3000m, 1500m, and 800m, also Canterbury Champion and new record holder in the 

Steeplechase. 

 

The club is in a great financial state and has a well-stocked equipment shed with the inclusion of 

a new shot put/discus trolley. Thanks to all the committee members especially treasurer Paul 

Brouwers and vice President Ian Purvis. 

 

Finally, thank you to our outgoing Secretary Denise Pawsey for her tiresome work over the years, 

as both the previous children's manager and club secretary. Denise’s dedication to the club, her 

organisation skills, and her cheeky banter will be sadly missed. 

 


